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Abstract

After the demise of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH&P), the first model of
selecting a caliph without reliance on divine designation emerged—a model
that faced numerous challenges and oppositions and required the economic,
military, political, and cultural backing of Quraysh for its consolidation.
One of the most influential clans within Quraysh was Banti Makhziim ibn
Yagzah. Since examining the role of Quraysh tribes in the early
developments of the caliphate is essential for understanding the
mechanisms of its legitimization, this study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and based on early Shii and Sunni sources, explores the various
dimensions of the Banii Makhziim’s involvement in the formation and
consolidation of the caliphate of the early caliphs.

The findings indicate that during the caliphate of Aba Bakr, figures such as
Khalid ibn al-Walid, Tkrima ibn Abi Jahl, and al-Muhajir ibn Ab1 Umayya
played a pivotal role in the Saqifa event, the Riddah wars, and the conquests,
while holding administrative positions such as the governorship of Yemen
and ‘Uman. Under ‘Umar, the active participation of the Makhziimis in the
conquests of Syria and Irag, and their appointment as governors of cities
such as Mecca and San@, demonstrate the continuity of their political
prominence. During ‘Uthman’s reign, the explicit support of Banu
Makhztim for him in the six-member council (shiira) and their defense of
his caliphate amid the final crises highlight this clan’s political influence. In
the period of Imam ‘Ali (A), although the majority of the MakhzGmis stood
in opposition, exceptions such as Umm Salama and her sons supported the
Imam. Overall, by relying on their genealogical prestige, economic
resources, and military strength, Banti Makhziim was among the principal
actors in the succession developments after the Prophet (PBUH) and played
a crucial role in the formation and stabilization of the early caliphate.
Keywords: Banii Makhziim ibn Yaqzah; Quraysh; Succession; Caliphate;
Khalid ibn al-Walid.
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