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Abstract

Verse 4 of Surah Ibrahim addresses the necessity of linguistic
correspondence between the prophets and the peoples they invite. This
point has generated the question and doubt that, due to the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) Arab identity and the Arabic language of the
Quran, non-Arabic speakers—including Persian speakers—are not
considered audiences of the Prophet’s message, and accordingly, the
prophets of other nations who do not share the language with their
communities are regarded as not genuine prophets according to the
content of this verse. The present study asks whether this verse indeed
possesses such a meaning and, if not, what the correct interpretation of
the verse is. Answering this question requires a comprehensive
exploration of the concept of “language” in the Quran. Through a
descriptive-analytical approach, the investigation shows that the
primary reason for the revelation of the verse in question and the
Quran’s repeated references to linguistic issues is linked to the
particular conception among its audience regarding the “language of the
divine book.” Specifically, they believed that a divine scripture must
have a unique and distinct language, unlike the common languages used
daily, similar to the scriptures possessed by the Jews and Christians.
Consequently, they criticized the Quran’s Arabic language and
expected a scripture to be revealed in a special language. Therefore, the
implication of this verse is not “the necessity of linguistic
correspondence between divine prophets and their invited peoples,” but
rather correctly understood as “the lack of necessity for the revelation
of a divine scripture in a unique and special language” and “no
objection to the Quran being revealed in Arabic

Keywords: linguistic correspondence of prophets with peoples, Arabic
language, language of the Quran, sacred language, response to doubt
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