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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the semantic, identity, and civilizational
structures of two dominant and competing discourses in contemporary
Islam—Takfir discourse and Civilizational Shiism—using Laclau and
Moufte’s discourse analysis method alongside classical theories of religion,
identity, and civilization. Critical analysis of key texts and intellectual
documents reveals that the confrontation between these two goes beyond
jurisprudential differences and represents a structural battle over Islamic
identity, political legitimacy, and civilizational models. The Takfir
discourse, centered on the signifier "Caliphate” and accompanied by
signifiers such as "Righteous Salaf," "Apparent Monotheism," "Takfir
(excommunication)," "Opposition to Innovation," and "Violent Jihad,"
produces an exclusivist, divisive identity and a civilizational negation. By
rejecting rationality and promoting violence, it leads to sectarian
polarization and the weakening of Islamic civilization-building. In contrast,
the Civilizational Shiism discourse, with the central signifier "Imamate" as
a continuation of prophethood and divine sovereignty, and signifiers
including "Justice," "Rationality and Science," "Intercession and
Pilgrimage,” "Love of the Ahl al-Bayt," "Martyrdom," and "Mahdism,"
offers a religious identity and a comprehensive project for a new Islamic
civilization. This discourse, emphasizing reason, ethics, justice, and cultural
resistance, forms the epistemological and operational foundation for
constructing a new civilization. Findings indicate the capacity of
Civilizational Shiism discourse to mitigate identity crises, revive rationality,
and build a civilization based on global justice, and highlight the anti-
civilizational role of Takfir discourse in generating violence and
polarization. Therefore, the future of Islam depends on the expansion of the
Civilizational Shiism discourse and confronting the Takfir discourse.
Keywords: Takfir, Shiism, Civilization, Contemporary Islam, ldentity,
Discourse
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